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The inaugural MOMD international conference was held at Lancaster University on the 17th 
and 18th of September and drew over 100 people to hear the latest developments in materials, 
physics, theory of devices and applications. The "Indian Summer" fine weather coupled with a 
fine program made for an enjoyable and informative meeting. 
R 
egular TFR readers will have heard about 
MOMD96 firsthand from chairman Ton), Krier 
and the meeting more than lived up to expecta- 
tions. It was nicely serf-contained within the University of 
Lancaster's modern facilities so there was ample oppor- 
tunity for useful intermingling and discussion: refresh- 
ments being held amongst the posters and technical 
exhibition. 
The meeting began with a reception and dinner on-site 
Monday evening retiring to the students bar for reminis- 
cence of mis-spcnt youth and learned informal exchange. 
Tony Kricr welcomed the delegates from near and far 
early Monday morning, but not too early! The first of 6 
Invited Papers began the first session and was followed by 
four papers. This was the basic unit for the rest of the 
tight single session program. 
Invited speakers came from the USA, UK and Germany 
and there were around 20 posters from most of the mid- 
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IR centres worldwide: Belgium, Finland, Germany, France, 
Ireland, Japan, UK, USA, etc. Not surprisingly, the UK was 
well-represented and there were a number of papers from 
Russia, Poland and Czech Republic. 
The exhibition drew nearly a dozen international 
companies and there were several company sponsors. 
This was a worthwhile opportunity for materials, equip- 
ment and characterization to be presented to the 
delegates during the coffee and lunch-breaks. 
There are no firm plans for a successor to MOMD96 but 
participants were invited to submit papers to an lEE 
Optoelectronics special issue on optical materials. As and 
when plans for a possible MOMDII become known we 
hope to publish them here. Meanwhile, interested readers 
can contact Tony Krier on tel/fax: [44] (0)1 524 593651/ 
844037. Email: A.krier@lancaster.ac.uk 
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